Art Educators Lesson Plan Swap 2009

Figure Drawing on Prepared paper

Retsy Lauer – 941-685-9416

Stamford813@yahoo.com

Pine View School

Grades 9-12

6 Pictures attached

Supplies needed – China Markers, Watercolors, Watercolor Paper, Variety of Paintbrushes, Newsprint, Prismacolor Markers or other brand, Pencils, Charcoal Black & White

Procedure – I start with gesture drawing on newsprint paper, in increasing durations. I traditionally begin with thirty second drawings, gradually extending to as long as five minutes. When the students gain confidence with the figure, I introduce them to prepared backgrounds on 12”x18” watercolor paper. I demonstrate how to apply the watercolor using the wash method and a variety of things they can do: use a variety of colors, splatter, or use paper towels,, plastic wrap or salt for texture. In other words, go wild.

The next day the students warm up on regular newsprint paper and then switch to their prepared papers. We discuss color choices, contrast, composition, and proportion. 

Assessment – 

The assessment varies with the group and setting.

1. Each student takes a pack of post it notes and a pen. They go from easel to easel and write positive or negative comments about each student’s piece. When finished, they go back to their easel and we go around to each student and discuss the comments.

2. Each student writes a self-critique in their sketchbook. It needs to address composition, color and proportion.

3. If it is a small group, we stop after individual poses and address the issues each individual is dealing with.
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