
ContaCt InformatIon

Eleanor Twiford · academic director 

etwiford@scad.edu · 011.33.6.07.25.34.61

Plans academics, excursions, visiting 

artists and speakers, budgets.

Julie Sappington · coordinator of student services

jsapping@scad.edu · 011.33.6.07.21.99.93

Oversees housing, student activities,  

transportation, student success  

and advising, registration, judicial affairs, counseling 

and student support services, health and wellness, 

library, excursions and food service.

Helene Soalhat · administrative manager

hsoalhat@scad.edu

Books reservations, appointments and academic excursions.

Cedric Maros · coordinator of exhibitions and special events

cmaros@scad.edu

Manages La Galerie Pfriem, SCAD boutique,  

La Residence du SCAD,  

special events and public relations.

Fred Moraillon · information and technology specialist

fmoraill@scad.edu

Oversees computer labs, software and technology.
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84480 Lacoste, France
+33.04.90.75.80.34 
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about SCaD LaCoSte 

Lacoste is a beautifully preserved medieval village with historic structures that date from 

the 11th century. Lacoste has survived wars, plagues and invasions throughout its storied 

history, and the village was revived in the late 15th century by the migration of the Vaudois 

people to the south of France from the higher Alpine valleys. The ancient chateau situated 

at the top of the village's steep hillside was inhabited and made famous by the French 

aristocrat, revolutionary politician, philosopher and writer Marquis de Sade. Contemporary 

fashion designer Pierre Cardin now owns the chateau. Today, the village is home to 

approximately 200 inhabitants, or les Lacostois(es). 

Lacoste's small size and exquisite rural setting have inspired artists and students from 

around the world since the mid-20th century when the American art professor and 

painter Bernard Pfriem founded the Lacoste School of the Arts. Since its establishment, 

the educational setting has been owned and operated by several different entities. SCAD 

acquired the location in 2002.

Narrow, cobblestoned streets in the village can be treacherous due to steep terrain. Flat 

shoes with rubber soles are essential for navigating the village. 

Climate

Autumn: At the beginning of fall quarter, high temperatures in Lacoste traditionally 

remain in the 70s, but at the end of the quarter average highs only reach the mid to 

low 50s. Temperatures dip significantly in the evenings. October is marked by colder 

and wetter days when thunderstorms, high winds and showers are frequent.

What to bring:

– Layers of clothing conducive to adjusting to the varying temperatures

Winter: Provence is rainy, cold and windy. On mild days, high temperatures may reach 

the 50s or 60s. However, most often the weather is cold and wet. Snowfall amounts 

range from a light dusting to heavy snow showers.

What to bring: 

– Durable, heavy winter coat, a hat and gloves

– Flat shoes with rubber soles for navigating the steep and slippery terrain

Spring: The Spring quarter begins with cool, damp days with high temperatures in the 

60s or 70s. The spring becomes progressively drier and warmer with days in the mid 

80s as the quarter draws to an end.  Evenings can be chilly and windy.

What to bring:

– Warm clothes that can be layered

– All-weather coat or jacket

Summer: The summer quarter is generally hot and dry with high temperatures 

commonly in the 80s and 90s in July and August. Evenings and nights can be crisp.

What to bring:

– Light, breathable fabrics such as cotton and linen

– Light sweater or jacket for evenings

– Lip balm for the arid climate

– Sunscreen and insect repellent 

– Hat or cap for protection from the sun

For all seasons, what to bring:

– Sturdy walking/hiking shoes with a durable rubber sole

– One or two professional outfits for outings in Paris as well as the vernissage  

 and exhibition at the end of the quarter.

– Travel-sized umbrella, waterproof jacket and weatherproof shoes.

traveL

Arrival: Students arrive in Marseille on the first Friday of the quarter. SCAD 

representatives are at the Marseille airport in Hall 1 by 1:30 p.m. to meet arriving 

students. The shuttle to Lacoste departs at 3 p.m. Students arriving after 3 p.m. are 

responsible for finding their own way to Lacoste. 

Departure: The earliest departure time is after 10 a.m. on the Monday following vernissage. 

The shuttle to Marseille leaves Tuesday morning in time for flights after 10:40 a.m.

Personal travel: Students often travel to other destinations in Europe while in Lacoste. 

Due to its remote location, personal travel can be expensive and difficult. Typically, 

students share taxi costs to the train station in Avignon or the Marseille airport. Review 

syllabi and the absence policy on page 6 before scheduling travel.

Baggage: Carry-on baggage should include medications, passport and identification 

documents and a change of clothing. All checked baggage should be labeled with the 

SCAD Lacoste address in case it is lost.

SCAD Lacoste

Rue du Four

84480 Lacoste, France

04.90.75.80.34, 06.07.25.34.61



scad lacoste pre-arrival guide scad lacoste pre-arrival guide

CommunICatIon

Time: Lacoste, France, is six hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time.   

Telephone: Student residences are not equipped with telephones. An emergency phone 

for calling police, EMT, the program director and the coordinator of student services is 

located in the library with 24-hour access to students. Students should check with their 

mobile phone provider before traveling abroad to learn about international roaming fees 

and other charges. A third-party vendor, wirelesstraveler.com, offers deals on international 

phones or global SIM cards. Use the promotion code “SCAD.”

VOIP: Most students choose Skype or VOIP services to make voice or video calls via the 

Internet. 

Mail: Do not mail anything 10 days before 

arriving or two weeks before departing 

Lacoste. SCAD is not responsible for 

forwarding mail. Mail to the SCAD Lacoste 

address.

Write on all packages, “Used personal items. No commercial value. To be returned to 

U.S.A.” If it is clothing, include, “Clothes worn more than six months.”

Send parcels via FedEx, DHL, USPS or Chronopost (French mail). UPS is not recommended. 

All parcels sent from the U.S. to France are subject to French custom laws and duty on 

the contents. To avoid large duty taxes and fees, try to order new items through French or 

European vendors such as Amazon.fr. Students charged shipping fees upon delivery at SCAD 

Lacoste will have the total deducted from their deposit.

Items sent priority overnight via FedEx generally take three business days to arrive in 

Lacoste from the U.S. with no Saturday or Sunday delivery. Standard mail takes between 

seven and 10 days.

LIvIng In LaCoSte

SCAD Lacoste is a residency program with housing accommodations that range from 

double to quadruple occupancy. Roommates are assigned by gender, and we try our 

best to accommodate requests made prior to the deadline. Bathrooms, showers and 

common areas are shared. In some cases, the toilets and showers are located outside of 

the residence.

Residences include a twin bed with linens, small pillow, pillowcase, duvet and hairdryers for 

sharing. All residences are heated for the cold months and have oscillating fans for the warm 

months. There is no air-conditioning in any student, professor or staff residence in Lacoste. A 

small refrigerator for sharing amongst roommates is provided in or near all residences.

Laundry: Students may exchange their dirty sheets and pillowcases for clean ones from 

the housekeeping service every Thursday. There are three coin-operated washers and 

dryers for student use available 24-hours a day at €1.50 a load. Students can get change 

Monday-Friday and Saturday afternoons at the SCAD boutique.

Special needs: Those with special needs, e.g. refrigeration for diabetic insulin, deaf 

services, etc., should tell counseling and student support services at least six weeks prior 

to arrival in Lacoste. There is only one residence with cooking facilities, and it is assigned 

to students with medical or dietary needs based on documentation from counseling and 

student support services.

The program fee includes all meals prepared and served in the SCAD cafeteria. 

Vegetarian dishes can be prepared with advance notice. Gluten-free, lactose-free, vegan, 

Kosher and other specialized diets cannot be accommodated.

Computer Labs: SCAD Lacoste has a PC and a Mac lab. The computers have Microsoft 

Office and Adobe Creative Suite, among other programs. These labs are equipped with 

Wacom tablets and Cintiq pens, which are also available for checkout. Some students 

choose to bring their own laptops for privacy and convenience. Wi-Fi in the residence halls 

is unreliable due to the thickness of the limestone walls.

Paris: Roommate requests for Paris are a separate process that is taken care of once 

in Lacoste. Housing accommodations are not extended to the Paris portion of the 

program as the hotel has double and triple occupancy only. Students seeking private 

accommodations in Paris must let Lacoste staff know at least six weeks in advance of 

arrival. There is an additional fee for private accommodations.

Finance: Prior to departure, students should notify their bank of their travel and learn 

about fees that may be charged to their debit or credit cards for overseas transactions. 

Banks with global affiliates, like Bank of America’s partnership with BNP Paribas in 

France may allow clients to use affiliate ATMs without incurring a fee.

There are no ATMs in Lacoste. Students should obtain euros prior to their departure for 

Lacoste. Your PIN code should be no more than four digits in length so it can be used in 

ATMs abroad.

All students are required to pay a €100 cash deposit by 5 p.m. the day of arrival. 

Students who pay later than week one of the quarter will incur a €25 late fee.  

Deposits will be returned in full on the morning of the departure so long as all borrowed 

DVDs are returned in good condition; room and studio keys are returned; assigned room 

and common space is clean, vacated on time and undamaged; and artwork is uninstalled 

from the vernissage and exhibition.

Electricity: French electricity runs at 220 volts and 50 cycles and is not compatible with 

U.S. electrical appliances such as hairdryers, electric toothbrushes or razors, etc. These 

STUDENT NAME
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Rue du Four
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items should be purchased in France to avoid damage. Do not bring a U.S. multi-plug 

or surge protector, even with an electricity converter. They will cause power outages. 

Multi-plugs are available for purchase in the SCAD boutique. Items with the symbol C€ 

are available for electric conversion; most laptops, camera chargers, and mobile phone 

chargers have this symbol and are capable.

Excursions/Events: There will be an all-day Friday group excursion to a nearby Provencal 

city. Classes occasionally meet on Fridays instead of the appointed time to travel to multiple 

destinations. Professors will provide travel dates and details in the syllabi.  

Beginner French language and culture classes are scheduled one or two afternoons 

during the week. These classes are free and not for credit. Class availability is 

determined by interest and must have at least three students for participation.

Guest artists and lecturers present work during after-dinner events. Additionally, 

professors present short lectures on a topic related to their artwork, interests or life in 

the Faculty Lectures Series program.

During the Paris visit, students stay in the Hotel Home Latin and are provided a two-day 

museum pass and a packet of 10 metro tickets to help explore the city. Mandatory daily 

events are planned for the courses in which students are enrolled. Evenings and the last 

day are free for students to enjoy.

On the last Friday and Saturday of the quarter, the exhibition and vernissage is scheduled 

for showcasing student work. This is a gallery show and sale for which students may keep 

the profits from any work sold. The preparations for this event will take place during the 

last week of the quarter and include collecting work, distributing advertisements, framing 

and hanging work, writing artist’s statements, etc.

HeaLtH anD Safety 

Keep copies of the front and back of the following documents in case the originals are 

lost or stolen: debit and credit cards, passport, driver’s license, SCAD and international 

student ID cards, travel itineraries, and health insurance information.

Lacoste does not have a doctor, pharmacy or urgent care facility. In the neighboring 

village of Bonnieux, there is an English-speaking doctor where appointments may be 

made within one to two days. In the event of an emergency, Lacoste staff will drive 

students to the nearest hospital.

Students with chronic conditions need a release from their physician for participation in 

the program.

Pack a three-month supply of medication in your carry-on baggage. If you have a 

specialized drug, it may be possible to have your U.S. pharmacist ship it to the neighboring

pharmacy. There are no guarantees shipping 

will be allowed, as customs rules and 

regulations are constantly changing. If you 

choose to have your pharmacist ship your 

medication, use the address provided.

PoLICIeS
The quarter in Lacoste is eight weeks in length instead of the 10 weeks at other 

locations. For this reason, there is a strict absence policy:

Two absences are allowed, inclusive of any absence due to illness. Fifteen minutes late 

to a class is the equivalent of one absence. The third absence will result in removal from 

Lacoste at student’s own expense and failing the course.

All field trips are mandatory.

Check your syllabi before planning any personal travel. Certain weekends will not be 

permitted due to visiting artist events or vernissage.

If students travel during the quarter, they will need to email the coordinator of student 

services at least 12 hours before departure with their travel itinerary. Students leaving 

Lacoste for personal travel are effectively signing themselves out of the program 

temporarily.

SCAD Lacoste staff can give advice on personal travel but cannot book tickets or make 

reservations on a student’s behalf.

If family or friends of students come to visit during their stay in Lacoste they may make 

a reservation at the SCAD guesthouse, La Residence. Rates range from $100-165. Guests 

are not permitted to stay in SCAD housing. It is encouraged for guests to keep their 

visits during the quarter to a maximum of three days.

SCAD students are an integral part of a greater community. SCAD expects all students 

to abide by the code of student conduct in order to contribute to the positive learning 

environment at SCAD. The office of student conduct resolves those incidents that 

allegedly violate those expectations and provide a fair, unbiased hearing process for 

accused students to address allegations of misconduct brought against them.

The office of student conduct exists to educate students by articulating the community 

values and expectations of the institution as summarized under the code of student 

conduct and by holding students accountable for their choices and behavior.  

Students should familiarize themselves with the code of student conduct in MySCAD.

SEARL Pharmacie du Luberon

A.  de MISCAULT- H. LESCURE

6, Rue Victor Hugo

84480, Bonnieux, France

011.33.49.75.82.35


